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Examiner N . Drew Richards 


Filed: 12/5/03 
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Relaxed Geometry Layers 
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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria VA 22313-1*50 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICT ION REQUIREMENT 

To the Commissioner 

In the Restriction Requirement mailed June 27, 2005, Applicants were directed 
elect between the "structure" claims of Group I (claims 1-73) and the "method" claims 
Group II (claims 74-94.) Applicants elect to pursue the "structure" claims of Group I, 
without traverse. 
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The Examiner further required election of a species for prosecution between 
Species 1A and IB identified by the Examiner. Applicants elect for prosecution group LA, 



wherein the structure has staggered bottom routing levels as shown in Figs. 3, 6, 8f, and 
9c, with traverse. 

The claims in elected Group I that arc readable tthereon include claims 1-15, 27- 
29, 30-43, 55. 56-69, and 73. 

Applicants traverse the requirement of election between species IA and IB on the 
grounds that claims 1-4, 28^31, 55. 56, 57, and 73 are generic to both species 1A and IB. 
In the event that generic claims are allowed, Applicants will request rejoinder. 

If there are any questions concerning this Response, the Examiner is invited lo 
contact the undersigned agent at (408) 869-2921. 

Dated: July 15, 2005 Respectfully submitted, / 




Pamela J. Squyres 
Agent for Applicants 
Reg. No. 52,246 



Matrix Semiconductor 
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